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Dear Motor Carrier xecutive,

While I normalty would not be writing directly to you about pending changes to the HOS regulations and
specifically the slecper berth exemptions, this is a very imnortant and urgent matter that W¥octs bath

safety and productivity for a large portion of the trucking industry - and you need to be in olved.

Recent comments by ATA President, Bill Graves, indicate ATA hag hasically thrown in the wowel on
changing HOS regs In the September 3, 2005 issuc of Transport Topics, Mr. Graves is dquoted as saying,
I don’t anticipate that in the shdf-term that we're poing to do anything.” The article conciudes with
Graves saying. ~ happen to believe that FMOSA and Administrator Sandberg have done an awlully geod
job of finding a poini it which we can continue to move freight and do so in a safe manner ™

We find these comments shocking - especially so coming from the premier association for motor carriers,
Well, we're not rotling uver or throwing in the towel!

On this provision we helieve FMOSA went too far in their desire to satisfy critics of the HOS regulations.
By chiminating th. flexibility for drivers using sleeper berths, drivers will be fiterally forced s drive
fonger shifls than they would otherwise, even if they need 1o rest.

To address this mujor concern, the Owner Operator Independent Drivers Association has pelitioned the
FMOSA to reconsider the change 1o the sleeper bertl exeeption. OOIDA is asking that o operstions
e allowed to contivue splitting their sleeper berth time as has been done safely for decades. Further,
OLHDA s asking 1hat for solo drivers the mimimum two-hour period that niust accompary the cight-hour
skeeper berth period be taken off the 14-hour duty clock. i
The Petition for Feconsideration can be viewed on OOIDA S homepage under "HOS fssues™ ot
www.ooida.com. We don'tknow if FMCSA will reexamine this issue, but it's a cinch they won't i no
onc asks. {f this issue is important o you, now is the time to show YOUr support. You can wsu;apors thix
cffort by filing comments to docket FMCSA-2004-19608.

Your prompt atention to this matter is very important. The changed rules become effective October |
and full enforcement starts January 1, 2006, We need to head this off if at all possihic.
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