Standard 9.3 - Distance Learning

1. Distance learning is defined as: educational or instructional activity that is delivered electronically to students at a distance. This would include interactive instructional models such as audio or video computer conferencing, or Internet-based instruction. The use of home-based learning using only a workbook as a study guide is not accepted.

2. The core curriculum in distance learning shall be comparable to the curriculum in the main campus program. 

3. The course provides for appropriate interaction between instructor and student. The course must provide active two-way communication between instructors and students.

4. The course being presented electronically provides for appropriate real-time or delayed interaction between instructors and students. 

5. The course being offered electronically will receive two hours credit for each chapter covered in the distance learning program. All hours of credit will be applied to classroom/lab time as required in PTDI Standard 5.2 (Instructional Time).

6. The school must verify appropriate training and support services to instructors who teach courses and programs electronically. Training must be documented and placed in the instructor file.  

7. Prospective students in distance education programs must be provided with information about admission, technological competence, and skills needed to participate; equipment requirements; academic support services available; course and program completion requirements; and any additional costs for distance learning programming.

8. Each student must take a proctored exam at a certified location offered by the school. Documentation of identity, date and time, location of the test and test scores must be signed by the appropriate administrator and placed in the student file.

9. Courses begin and end within a specified or controlled time frame and require that the assignments and tests be submitted by specific due dates.  Students must be able to review completed lessons at least once prior to any proctored exam.
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