Attitudes, Aptitudes, & Psychomotor Skills Needed To Perform 

Tractor-Trailer Driver Functions & Duties

	Duty
	Attitude/Aptitude

	Read and Interpret Control Systems
	Driver must be willing to read and use gauge information in making on-going decisions while driving.

	Perform Vehicle Inspections
	Driver must believe that the time spent on inspections saves lives and down time later.

	Exercise Basic Control
	Driver must accept that "Safety is an Attitude."

	Execute Shifting
	Coordinate hand and feet movement, eyesight, hearing to execute safe, smooth, and efficient operation.

	Back and Dock Trailer
	Driver must be willing to get out and look.

Driver must be willing to stop process and begin again.

	Couple Trailer
	Driver must believe that accidents caused by improper coupling are preventable.

Driver must have strength to raise landing gear and deal with chocks (if used).

	Uncouple Trailer
	Driver must believe that accidents caused by improper uncoupling are preventable.

	Perform Visual Search
	Value visual searches as critical techniques for monitoring changing road and traffic conditions.

	Manage and Adjust Vehicle Speed
	Driver must believe that only through proper speed management can he/she acquire the space to safely maneuver the truck.

	Manage and Adjust Vehicle Space Relations
	Driver must believe that space management is critical to the safe operation of the truck.

	Identify Potential Hazards and Perform Emergency Maneuvers
	Be willing to stop, report conditions, and stand firm.

Driver must believe that good judgment is essential for skid avoidance.

	Identify and Adjust to Difficult and Extreme Driving Conditions
	Driver must understand that night driving has additional requirements for driving safely, and requires additional attributes and skills.

Driver must acknowledge that adverse weather conditions require special driving techniques and that bad weather accidents and jackknifing can be prevented by proper driving techniques.

	Handle and Document Cargo
	Be willing to exercise care with paperwork, securing loads, and reporting damage.

	Deal with Accident Scenes and Reporting
	Driver must be able to maintain self-control and be a professional.

Be willing to offer assistance.

	Deal with Environmental Issues
	Obey the rules for states and nation.

Recognize that environmental issues are everyone's concern.

	Use Effective Communication
	Be willing to demonstrate self control when communicating.

Be willing to use proper signaling techniques.

Recognize that signals do not convey the "right" to execute a maneuver.

	Manage Personal Resources ; Deal with Life on the Road
	Become a professional driver and accept the responsibility of being one.

Recognize need for strong support group at home.

	Record and Maintain Hours of Service Requirement
	Accept responsibility of keeping an accurate, legal, and current log book at all times.


Excerpted from the PTDI “Skill Standards for Entry-Level Tractor-Trailer Drivers”.  For full text go to http://www.ptdi.org/standards/entry_level/skillstandardsentrylevel.pdf.

