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PTDI Certifies Truck Driver Training Course in 

Aurora, Colorado, and Recertifies Two 

Alexandria, Virginia – The Professional Truck Driver Institute (PTDI) is pleased to announce that CDL College in Aurora, Colorado, has received PTDI course certification, making it the only school in Colorado currently offering a PTDI-certified course.  In addition, Baker College of Flint in Saginaw, Michigan, and Schneider Training Academy, Carlisle, Pennsylvania, have received course recertification for five years.  


“We’re pleased to show we’re making an effort to rise above the competition,” said Eric Haney, president of CDL College, a small, relatively new school that graduates about 80 students annually.  Haney, who started working in his family’s trucking business at 15, has a well-established name in the local area, but he wanted to improve his program’s credibility.   

“PTDI is well known to us in the truck-driving school community, so we wanted to go for the certification and educate our students about its benefits,” Haney said.  Although the CDL College program is already state certified, “PTDI made us tighten our program, and now that we’ve gone through the process, we feel we have a premier program.”


Phil Whitmer, program coordinator of Baker College of Flint, which is one of three Baker College locations offering PTDI-certified programs, cited several reasons for continuing to pursue recertification—recognition in the industry of PTDI’s standards and quality among them.  


“The reason we pursue PTDI certification now is that it allows us to stand out among programs in the state,” Whitmer said.  “Our students are able to go to a lot of carriers because they won’t accept graduates from other programs, and we’re happy about this.  These employers may not know who Baker College is, but they know PTDI.”


Haney agreed. “Safety directors of large carriers know who PTDI is.  We contacted several carriers last fall and winter and told them we were starting the PTDI process.  They told us to call them back when we got it.  PTDI certification improves our students’ perspectives and gives them more options.” 


Whitmer explained that Baker College founders recognized this early on.  “Back in 1997, we pursued this from the ‘get-go’, because one of our partners said we needed to have our program certified by PTDI,” he said.  “We looked into it and decided absolutely from the start, we wanted to meet or beat these standards.”


The Baker College program has added curriculum time and content beyond what PTDI requires.  “And we’re proud of that,” Whitmer said, “but PTDI is what gave us the guidelines to follow.”

PTDI certification is an advantage in Michigan, he said, “because our students are our best advertisement.  As they go along and learn about what they’re trying to achieve, it’s easier for us to recruit and retain students.”  


Other advantages of PTDI certification Whitmer cited are advertisements that attract attention and access to being listed on ATA’s website, “which gives us more exposure.”

With its fourth location planning to apply for PTDI certification, Baker College hopes to have all its truck-driver training programs under the PTDI umbrella.  Schneider Training Academy in Pennsylvania is also one of four Schneider sites offering PTDI-certified courses. The carrier school is owned by Schneider National, one of the nation’s largest carriers.

PTDI is a national, nonprofit organization established for the twofold purpose of developing uniform industry skill, curriculum, and certification standards for entry-level truck driver training and motor carrier driver finishing programs, and certifying entry-level truck driver training courses at public and private schools and driver finishing programs at carriers for compliance with PTDI standards.  PTDI is based in Alexandria, Virginia.
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