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PTDI Certifies Courses at Two Truck Driver Training 

Schools and Recertifies Five Others

Alexandria, Virginia – The Professional Truck Driver Institute (PTDI) is pleased to announce that two schools in Ontario, Canada, have been added to the growing list of North American truck driver training schools offering PTDI-certified courses.  An additional five schools have received course recertification for five years.  The newly added schools are 5th Wheel Training Institute in Warwick, Ontario, and Northwestern Transport Training & Heavy Equipment Training Ltd., in Thunder Bay, Ontario.  Receiving course recertification are Clearfield County Career & Technology Center Truck Driver Training, Clearfield, Penn.; 5th Wheel Training Institute, New Liskeard, Ontario; Isothermal Community College/SAGE Technical Svcs. Inc., Spindale, N.C.; Kirkwood Community College, Cedar Rapids, Iowa; and Schuylkill Technology Center, Pottsville, Penn. 

Mike Hummel, operations manager at Northwestern Transport Training, explained that, despite confidence in his school’s program, PTDI’s well-laid out curriculum and accompanying manuals impressed him.  “There’s a whole lot more to PTDI than the actual program content,” Hummel said.  “It’s a very well-developed curriculum, so that a person should be able to take PTDI-certified courses at a school anywhere and expect to be trained the same way.”


Northwestern Transport supports not only the community of Thunder Bay with a population of 112,000, but also the surrounding area of northwestern Ontario.  Much of their business is repetitive or through word of mouth, and growing, as Hummel explained.  “People are desperately seeking training to get back into the marketplace and they’re seeking good training.  We take training seriously, and I believe PTDI will enhance our program.”


5th Wheel Training Institute has two schools in Ontario, both of which are PTDI course certified.  “It’s the only program our school offers for people seeking a commercial driving license, because it gets the results and now the insurance industry has learned to trust it,” said Louise Philbin, education director and founder.


5th Wheel Training Institute uses the same format for all its programs, which, according to Philbin, makes the institute better organized, keeps instructors on target, and provides a system of checks and balances.

In fact both schools apply the PTDI model to other areas of training they offer such as their heavy equipment programs offering certification for forklift and equipment operators.  “This allows us to make all our programs seamless,” Philbin said.  “Whenever we set up a new program, we use the PTDI format because it works.  And it gives our leaders and managers confidence that our programs are being delivered according to our standards and vision.”


That confidence can go beyond the internal organization.  At Clearfield County Career & Technology Center Truck Driver Training, which received its third PTDI course certification, the reputation for quality has spread.  Clearfield’s program entices students beyond the five-county area in central Pennsylvania, some coming from as far away as Maryland and New York.  “Our reputation and the education we give is what brings them,” said Jack Price, lead instructor.  “We had a husband and wife team who had spent several months researching schools offering truck driver training.  They cut their research down to only schools that were PTDI-course certified, and then chose us.  It’s definitely to our benefit to be PTDI certified.”


Albert Gurka, site manager at Schuylkill Technology Center, agreed.  “If you’re certified, you’re better off.  Now that we have it, we don’t want to give it up,” he said after receiving their third PTDI course certification.  “Our priority is putting safe drivers on the road,” Gurka said, “and meeting PTDI standards will ensure that happens.”  

Additional benefits Price cited included networking with other training schools.  “I feel comfortable picking up the phone to talk with another PTDI school when we have a problem,” he said.  “They may have a solution for me.  It gives us access to up-to-date information.

 
“I would encourage any school to get involved in PTDI.  It gives you a base and credibility.  PTDI has given me better insight into my own program; it’s shown me some things I needed or wanted to tweak or do better.” 


Price said he also appreciates the quality of companies hiring their graduates.  “The biggest thing is not having to deal with fly-by-night outfits. From what I’ve seen or been involved with as a PTDI certification team leader, when you’re following and meeting PTDI standards, you’re turning out a better product,” Price said.  “Carriers from all over the state are coming to us.  And they tell me that we’re putting out a better driver.” 


PTDI is a national, nonprofit organization established for the twofold purpose of developing uniform industry skill, curriculum, and certification standards for entry-level truck driver training and motor carrier driver finishing programs, and certifying entry-level truck driver training courses at public and private schools and driver finishing programs at carriers for compliance with PTDI standards.  PTDI is based in Alexandria, Virginia.
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